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SKETCH of the CHARACTER of GENERAL 
PICHEGRU. 
{From Biographical Anecdotes of the Founders of the French 


Repuolic, and of other eminent Characters, who have diftin- 
guithed themfelves in the Progrefs of the Revolution. ] 


HEN hoftilities with the Emperor were imminent, the 
want of Generals in France was matter of triumph to 
the ariftocrats, and of defpair to the patriotic party. The lofs 
of Mailiebois, de Broglio, and de Caftrics, was thought 
irreparable, and the fortune of the ftate entrufted to the 
drivelicr Rochambeau, to La Fayette, a partizan in the petite 
guerre of America, and to the ftupid Luckner, who, after 
thirty years fervice in the French army, knew not enough of 
the languoge to return thanks for a Compliment paid him by 
the Jacosins. It was natural, however, to fuppofe, that when 
the qualification of Genera! was extended to the whole army, 
more would be found than when it was confiaed to a few 
individuals, And fo upon experiment it proved. In every 
campaign we have feen private foldiers and even private 
citizens giving proofs of the higheft military talents; and 
have often been aftonithed at receiving the news of a {,lendid 
victory along with the firft mention of the fuccefsful General’s 
name. Of thele Generals, except perhaps Buonaparte, rio 
one has gained greater renown than Pichegru. 
General P.chegru was born in 1761, at Arbois, in Franches 
Comté. His parentage was mean, but he received a good 
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education, under the tuition of the monks belonging to a 
convent in his native town. Having made great progrefs in 
the abftrufe fciences, he was fent by the good friars to teach 
philofophy, and the mathematicks, in a college belonging to 
siete order at Brienne. This eircumftance it was which gave 
rife to the ill-founded report of his having been a monk. 

He afterwards enlifted i in the artillery, yr foon rofe to the 
rank of fetjeant, the highelt to which a plebeian could alpire ; 
but when the revolution came, and opened a road for untitled 
merit, he was promoted ftep by ftcp to the command of an 
atmy. He had not been long in that eminent ftation, when in 
conjunction with Hoche, he marched to attempt the relief of 
Landau. Though it was in the midft of afevere wirter, the 
attack on the Auftrian ‘pofitions was renewed day after day, 
with doubtful fuccefs. On the fifth Pichegru was feen in the 
front of the line, in the midit of a tremendous fire, waving 
bis band and excla aiming, point de rétraite aujourd'hui ‘mes 
enfans/* ‘That day there was no retreat 3 and very fhhortly 
after Landau was relieved, 

At the beginning of the enfuing campaign, he was ap- 
pointed to oppofe Cobourg in the North; and ordered by 
Robefpierre’s conimittee to conquer. This imperious com- 
goand, which plainly implied that the guillotine would be the 
reward of ill luccefs, was acco mpanied by directions to prefs 


the Auftrians in the centre, and to content himfelf with 


harrafli: g them upon the flanks. Finding that the bload of 


is foldiezs flowed to no purpofe as long as he did fo, he left 
Landrecies to its fate, and boluly advanced into the enemy’s 


country upon Cobourg’s left. “The victories of Meucron, 
Courtray, ahd Hooglea: n, juttified this movement. Jourdan 
who commanded the Sambre aod Meufe army, under Pi- 
chegru’s orders, being ultimately fuccelsful upon the right, 
Prince Cobourg was obliged to fall back with his centre, and 
abandon his conqucfts in French Flanders, as well as the 
whole of the Aultiian Netherlands. This campaign would 


have been {till more decifive, if a plan deviled by Pichegru and 


Carnot could have been put in execution. While a fufficient 
force was acting upon the front of the alli¢és, and wiile fifty 
thoufand men were guarding the pallage of the Rhine, to pree 
vent their receiving Teinforcements, the army of the Mofelle 
was to have fallen upon their rear, This plan, by placing 
Prince Cobourg between two fires, would have infured his 
total 


* No retfeat, my lads, to-day. 
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total ruin, and have broken the finews of the war at a fingle 
blow ; butits execution was prevented by the oeceffity of in- 
corporating the army of the Mofeile with that of the north, 

Having thus rid himfeif of the Autirians, Pichegre turned 
to Holland, and availing himfelf of a feafonable froft, which 
gave his troops a free paflage acrofs the rivers and canals, 
puthed the Britifh and Dutch aro y before him, and entirely 
Over-ran a Country, uncouquerable perhaps in any other cir- 
cumitances. 

In this long courfe of conqueft, Pichegru made great in- 
novations in the art of war. ‘Contrary to the pradtice of 
other Generals, he never laid fiege to a fortified place that was 
not neceflary to fecure his potition. Infead of filling the 
enemy’s ditches with the dead bodies of his beft troops, he 
very wifely preferred driving their armies out of the field at 
much lefs expence of b cod, and confident that the fortrefles 
would afterwards fail of themielves. 

Pichegru was alio the inventor of that fyftem of inceffant 
attack, which is fo congenial to the temper of the Freach 
nation, and which fo completely baffled all tne deliberate plans 
of the coalefced powers, Of this fyftem the value was well 
underflood by the King of Pruflia, who, in a letter to the 
Emperor, exprefled hinsfelf in the following words :—* The 
French Generals purfue incomparable plans of operations, 
which difconcert aad defeat all our projects,” 

The official accounts that Pichegru gave of his victories, 
in which he feldom mentioned more than the refule, formed a 
fingular contraft with the rodomontade of the national come 
miffioners, who never failed to call the enemy flaves and 
cowards ; and to make thoulands of them dite the duff, with 
the lols of fume haif dozen republicans. A great part of 
Pichegru’s modetty, is, how ever, fuppof)d tohave originated ia 
a fear of exciting the jealoufy ef Robcfpierre and his affo- 
ciates. In {pite of all this caution,a member of the mountain 
party reproached him at b uflels with the greatrels of his re» 
putation, Citizen Reprefentative, anfwered the General, J pere 
ceive that ariftocracy has only changed hands anwong us. 

Pichegru’s humanity is no iets honouratic to hia than hig 
noble atcnievements in the field. He conitantly relitted the 
bar.arous decrce which ferbade the gi ing of quarter to 
Englith or Hanoverians, as well as that which directed the 
execution of the Aultrian garrifons of Valenciennes, Conde, 
Le Quelnoy, aud Landrecies, if they dia not furrender upon 
the firit fummons. This latter decree he meant to eluce by 
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not fummoning them till they fhould be reduced to the laft 
extremity; but he was over-ruled by the national commif- 
fiouers, to whom the brave commandant of Le Quefnoy made 
anf.er, that he knew of no right one nation had to order 
another to difhonour itfelf. The mercy of the French Gee 
nerals in {paring the lives of thefe cevoted men, nearly coft 
them their own,—The ruffian Robefp erre denounced Pichee 
gru, Moreau, and fome ovhers the very day before bis fall, and 
would certainly have purfued tnem to the guillotine, if he nad 
not been brought to it himfelt 

Holland being fubdued, Pichegru took the command of the 
armies upon tie Rhine; and made confi’eracle progrefs in 
Geraany in the following campaign ; rut at the end of it, 
the tide of warturned and drove him back upon the French 
frontier. This was the end of his militury career.—He was 
removed from his command, and offered the embafl. to Sweden 
as a compenfation. Hethought proper, however, to refule it, 
and retired to bis native town in uch narrow circunftances 
that he was o ligeu tofell his horfes and camp equipage for his 
fupport. 

From this poverty, negle€t, and privacy, he was refcued by 
his feilow cittzens, b) whom he was elected a member of the 
legiflative body in the prefent year 1797. When he took his 
feat, the whole Council of Five Hu.dred rofe, as a mark 
of refpect, and unanimoufly appointed him their firft pre« 
fident. 

In the fenate Pichegru was invariably in oppofition to the 
Executive Directory ; and continued to abet all the plans that 
were brought forwaid to favour the return of the emigrants 
and pricfts, till he was arrefted asa principal confpirator in a 
fuppfed plot to produce a counter-revolution, and ordered 
by the legiflative body to be tranfported without a trial ! 

Pichegru is fteut, athletic, and well fitted by nature to 
encounter the fatigues of war. Upon a firft acquaintance 
there is fou ething auftere about him; but this roughbnefs 
wears off with a litle intercourfe. Thougn by no means of 
a phlegmatic difpotition, he is always cool and deliberate in his 
conduct. The extent and veriaulity of his talents were fully 
fhewn by his taking the lead in the fenate as well as in the 
field. 1naword, though Pichegru may be a great traitor, it 
cannot be denied that he is a very great man. 
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INTERESTING TRIALS. 
COURT of KING’s BENCH, 
Tuespay, November 14, 

BokHM v. STIRLING and Co, 


TIRLING and Co. had given the houfe of Muilman and 
Co. ach.ck for 2444' 14s. on Mefirs. Down and Co. 
their bankers, on the 17th ot February, 1796: On the 13h 
of January, 1797, this check was given by Muilwan and Co. 
to the plaintiff, who prefented it on the 18th to Meflis, Dowa 
and Co. Payment was refufed, on which the plainuff brouzat 
this action, and ontained a verdict for the above fum. 

Meffrs, Erfkine and Gibbs, in moving for a rule to thew 
caufe why there fhould not be a new tria', maintaine’, that 
there. was no difti ction between a bill of exchange and a 
banker’s check; and as, after a bil oF exchange became 
over due, it was not neyociable, neither was a bavker’s check. 
That the plaintiff tock this check under circumftances of 
very great tufpicion, into which, if he had inquired, he would 
have sound ‘hat the huufe of Muilman having received it on 
condition of pertorming a particular contra@, which they had 
failed to fulfil, could not negociate that check conformable to 
good faitn; and therefore, 2s Muiliman and Co, could not have 
recovered ayainit the defendant, neither could a holder under 
them, though for a valuable confideration; in fupport of 
which they cited the cafes of Metcalfe v. Hall, and Apples 
ton v. Sweetapple. It iad been decided that if a perfon ree 
ceived a check on a banker to-day, and keptit till to-morrow, 
and the Banker in the mean time became a bankrupt, the 
payee would ftand in the fame fitua ion as the drawer would 
have ftood. 

Lord Kenyon did not think thof« cafes at all applicable. He 
dreaded to grant the rule; for he did not know but that 
before night the whole bufinefs of Loudon might be at a 
itand, 

Mr. Juftice Lawrence faid, he was not prepared to decide 
how long it fhou:d be before a check was preiented. He 
thought the plaintiff ought to have made fome inquiries before 
he took it under fuch circumftances. Ac prefent he had by na 
means tormed an optvion upon a fubject of fuch moment, 
which required the molt attentive confideration, as involving 2 
queition 
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queftion of the higheft importance to the mercantile concerns 
of the metropolis. 





Doe on the Demife of Horton v. Oatway. 


THIS was a writ of error from the Court of Common 
Pleas, and th- fingle queftion was, whether a will made by the 
Jate Sir Thomas Cave was or was no: revoked by a marriage 
fertlement made fubfequent toit ? The mejority of the Court 
below, after confidering all the circumftances of the cafe, 
were of opinion that the deed amounted to a revocation of 
the will. 

The queftion was argued the fecond time in the King’s 
Bench, with great learning and abilities, by Mr. Balguy, in 
favour of thole who cluimed under the will, and by Mr, 
Gibbs, in fupport of the judgment of the Court of Common 

leas. 

Lord Kenyon delivered a moft eloquent and elaborate judg- 
ment on the point, and was moft clearly of opinion that the 
deed amounted to a revocation of the will. 

Mr. Juftice Afhhurft went over nearly the fame ground, 

Mr. J. Grofe faid the queftion had been fo ably and fplendidly 
treated, that he was fare he could add nothing to what had been 
faid. 

Mr. Juftice Lawrence likewile perfe@ly concurred in 
opinion with the reft of the Court.—Verdid—Judgment of 
the Common Pleas affirmed. 

We underftand that an eftate of 7000]. depends on this 
dccifion. 





COURT of COMMON PLEAS. 


Mapam Miton v. Duke pe FirzjAMEs. 


Mr. Serjeant Shepherd made a motion for a rule to thew 
caufe, why the bail-bond tothe Sheriff for the defendant’s ap- 
pearance in this caufe, fhould not be cancelled, and the de- 
fendant be held only to common bail. 

The learned Serjeant ftated, that the Duke de Fitzjames, 
alias James Charles Stuart, had been arretted at the tuit of 
M. Milon, ona bond of 1000). granted by him to that lacy, 
jn the year 1789, in France. But from an affidavit which he 
beld in his hand, by a M. D’Autrimon, who had been for 
twenty-five years a Counfellor of the Parliament of Paris, # 
appeared, that by the laws of France, at the time of granting 
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this deed, the body of the defender was not liable to arreft. 
His property moveable and immoveable might be attached, 
but the law did not permit him, were he even fo inclined, to 
enter into any ftipulation, rendering his perfon liable for the 
payment. 

The learned Serjeant further obferved in fupport of his 
motion, that the confifcated eftates of the French nobility and 
fund-holders were by the prefent laws ftill charged with the 
payment of all bonds or mortgages granted by the former 
proprietors ; fo that the plaintiff ftood in no worfe fituation 
now than fhe had done in the year 1789. 

The Court obferved, that the affidavit of the French Coune 
fellor was couched in terms fo general, that it was difficult to 
know whether the exemption from arreft was grounded on the 
particular privileges of the ancient Noblefle, or whether it 
arofe from the fpecific nature of the deed in queftion. The 
former could certainly form no obftacle to the common pros 
cefs of law inthis country; though with regard to the latter, 
a different opinion might probably be entertained. Rule 
granted. 





COURT of KING’s BENCH. 
Fripay, November 17. 


Wess wv. Fox. 

THIS was an aftion of trover to recover goods of the 
plaintitf, which the defendant had converted to his own ufe. 

The defendant pleaded that the plaintiff was a trader and 
had become a bankrupt, and that therefore he could not have 
any property; that whatever he poflefled belonged to his 
creditors. 

To which the plaintiff replied, that true it was he wasa 
bankrupt, but that fubfequent to his becoming a bankrupt, he 
became pofleffed of the goods in queition, without the inter 
ruption, molefiation, or denial of the allignees under his come 
miffion. 

To which there was a rejoinder, and a demurrer, &c. 

The cafe was then very learnedly argued on both fides 3 by 
Mr. Erfkine for the plaintiff, and Mr. Gibbs for the defen- 
dant. The one contending that an uncertificated bankrupt 
can have that fort of qualified property which will enable him 
to maintain an action againtt any perfon who fhall take from 
him any geods in his poileflion, except againft his aflignees 
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under the commiffion ; that a third perfon had no legal autho 
sity to difpute the property of a bankrupt in the goods in his 
poflefion ; that it was ad.nitted on all hands, tnat a bankrupt, 
although uncertificated, is entitled to withhold from all the 
world the produce of bis own labour, becaufe that was the 
means of his fubfiftence, and that non con/fat that the goods 
in queftion were not the produce of the vankrupt’s labour, &c. 

On the other fide it was contended that the plea of the de- 
fendant, ftating that the plaintiff was a bankrupt, negatived 
the aflumption that he was capable of poflefling any except a 
qualified property, viz. that of the produce of bis labour for 
his fuofiftence, or that of his pofleffing property as a carrier, 
&c and that therefore it was incumbent upon the bankrupt 
to thew that he was the pofl:ffur of the propert. in queltion, 
in either of thefe qualified fenfes, and that he had not done fo 
in the pleadings betore the Court; he therefore could not 
maintain this action. 

Lord Kenyon faid, that the whole of the matter in difpute 
between the parties in this cafe might have been difcufled 
upon the general iflue, without entering into the voluminous 
pleadings before the Court. It had been faid that this mode 
was ado; 'ed toavoid the expence of atrial. He really could 
not commend the manner in which thé cafe was brought for= 
ward. Whether it would fave expence or not, the parties 
would, perhaps, leain when they came to pay their bills of 
cofts, {his cafe was not like one which related to real pro 
perty, but was go erned by rules which relate to pertonal 
property. It was moft clear that where a contett was between 
the owner of goods and the common carrier of them, the 
owner muft pre.alin keeping pofleifion 5 but it was as clear 
that either the owner or the carrier might maintain an action 
of trover againit a third perion who converted them to his 
own ufe, vecaufe the right of the pofleffor was always fufficient 
to be fet up againft a wrong doer, and therefore ne held a pro- 
percy in thefe goods againit any body except his ailiznees. 
Nobody hada ngit to divett him of it except the aflignees 
under the comm. flion, This was agrceabie alfo to the cafe 
which was lately decided in the Common Pleas. The cons 
trary ductrine would be attended with extreme inconveniences, 
becaule it would be an inducement to all the world to diipute 
the pofleifion of every thing that was held in the hands of a 
bankrupt: He therefore tuought that judywent ought to be 


given for the plaintiff. 
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The reft of the Court concurred, and therefore jucgment 
was given for the plaintiff, 


COURT of COMMON PLEAS. 
Monpay, November 20, 


Tue CuHurcn. 


A Caufe which has occupied the attention of the Court cf 
Common Pleas during the whole term, came to a final hear- 
ing this day. It was a motion for the Court to iflue a 
prohibition to the Bifhop of Durham, to ftay wafte committed 
by him, his leffees or tenants, in cutting down and grubbing 
up the Eaft Wood of Walkington, in Yorkhhire, which, 
with adjoining lands, had for time immemorial belonged to the 
fee of Duzham, fubje@ to rights of commonage and pafturage 
by the proprietors, &c. of neighbouring eftates, till the ine 
cumbrance was removed by the Bifhop’s obtaining an inclo- 
fure act, and purchafing the right of commonage of the pro- 
prietors of adjoining eftates ; and the queftion was, whether 
the Bifhop had or had not ftipulated to preferve the wood. 

His Lordfhip’s Counfel informed the Court, that it was his 
intention to improve the eftate of the fee, by grubbing up the 
old wood, new planting a part of the foil with young timber, 
and laying down the rett for arable Jand ; and they contended 
that the plaintiff, having parted with his right of commonage, 
had no claim to maintain this aétion, it belonging to the 
Crown, as natural guardian of the patrimony of the church, 
to call the Bifhop to account for wafte, if he had committed 
any. 

Tro this it was replied, that the church muft be confidered 
in a ftate of imbecility, calling for the prote@tion of any one 
who perceived her wronged ; that patrons were in general the 
perfons from whom moft danger was to be apprehended, for 
which reafon the Aét, prohibiting the fale of clerical eftates 
even with their leave, was pafled ; that the wood was not in 
fuch a ftate of decay as reprefented, fince the timber had been 
fold for 30001, of which 2000l. went to the leflee and roool. 
to the Bifhop; and though his Lordfhip had an unqueftionablé 
right to felt timber for repairing the churches, palaces, and 
other edifices of his diocefe, there was no proof that a third of 
the fum produced by the fale had been applied to that pure 
pofe ; and laftly, that an incumbent had no right of his own 
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will ta cut down extenfive woods, on an idea of {peculative 

improvements, which there was no fecurity for his executing. 

Thefe were the principal arguments on the merits of the 
cafe. Butthe point moft infifted on by the Bifhop’s Counfel 
was, that the Court could only hold pleas under a writ iffued 
from Chancery, and therefore was not competent to iffue the 
prohibition prayed for. 

_ Chief Juftice Eyre, in delivering the opinion of the Court, 
explained the nature of writs of prohibition, and declared that 
they had not power to iffue one in this cafe. Holding this 
opinion, it was unneceflary for him to enter into the particu- 
lar merits of the cafe. He would not fay whether wafte had 
been really committed or not. But none who had the happi- 
nefs of the Bifhop’s acquaintance could believe he would in- 
tentionally commit wafte. He hoped, however, that the long 
difcuffion which this motion had received, would be attended 
with very good effecls. It would bring clergymen to a fenfe 
of their duty, and to the remembrance that the commiffion of 
wafte is a very heavy ecclefiaftical offence, punifhable by de- 
privation. It would likewife remind them, that the woods of 
their benefices ought to be applied to the repairing of their 
churches, and other buildings. Had this been generally 
known, we fhould not have feen a cathedral in ruins a few 
years ago, nor would its rebuilding have been attended with 
fo great an expence. Nor was that the only inftance of 
churches in a decayed ftate. We every where fee the moft 
venerable remains of Gothic archite¢ture fuffered to moulder 
away in unheeded ruin. But there might come a time, when 
clergymen will be taught to know, that not only their woods, 
but all their property, are tobe confidered as funds devoted 
not folely to their fubfiftence, but likewife to the fupport and 
repair of ecclefiaftical ftru@tures. Though, therefore, he 
was of opinion that the rule fhould be difcharged, he certainly 
thought the Court was very much indebted to the perfon who 
brought this futject before it. 

Mr. Juftice Heath and Mr. Juftice Rooke coinciding in the 
opinion ot the Chief Juftice, the rule was difcharged. 


ORIGIN of the GAME of CHESS. 
[From the Arabick. ] 








BOUT the commencement of the 5th century of the 
Chriftian aera, the iuverciguty of a large eee 
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the mouth of the Ganges, devolved to a very young Mo- 
narch; experience had not yet taught him that he fhould 
confider his fubjects as his children, and that their love is the 
only folid prop of the ftate ; it was in vain that thofe impor~ 
tant truths were held up to his view by the fage Bramins, and 
his Rajahs ; elated with power and grandeur, he {wayed the 
land with unnatural feverity, 

Siffa, the fof of Dahur, the moft venerable of the Bramins, 
on whom the {plendour of philofophy and wifdom fhone from 
his infancy to his 70th year, faw that there were virtues in the 
Monarch, which required only the culture of reafon to bring 
them into life ; and, afflicted at the miferies of his country, 
he undertook to difplay to the Monarch the caufe of them. 

Sifla, aware of the difrepute into which the precepts of 
morality and virtue had fajlen, from the evil example held up 
by thofe who taught them, was led to devife a mode of in 
ftruciion, whereby his lefions fhould appear the refult of the 
Prince’s own reafoning, rather than the inftru@ions of another. 
With this view he invented the game “ Shaik,” or “ The 
King 5” inthis game he contrived to make the King the moft 
important of all the picces, but yet the eafieft to attack, and 


" the moft difficult to defend, and only to be defended by the 


next in rank of confequence in the game, in gradation. 

The game was firft fpread abroad among fome of the leade 
ing men; and, from the great fame of Sifla, became foon in 
vogue ; the Prince heard of it, and dircéted that the inventor 
fhould be his inflru@or : The fage Bramin had now attained 
his defire, and, in the courfe of his inftruGions, took feafonable 
occafions to point out the dependance of the King on the 
pawns, and other feafonable truths ; the Prince, born with gee 
nius, and capable of virtuous fentiments, in defpite of the 
maxims of courtiers, applied to himfelf the morality which the 
game fo ftrongly exhibited, and, reforming his condu@, his 
people foon became happy. 

The Prince, eager to recompence the Bramin for the great 
good derived from his ingenuity, required him to demand 
what he thought competent. The Bramin atked only a gift 
of corn, the amount of which fhould be regulated by the nume 
ber of houfes (or {quares), on the chels-board, putting one 
grain on the firft houle, two on the fecond, four on the third, 
and fo on, in double permutation to the 64th houfe. This 
apparent moderation of the demand aftonifhed the King, and 
he, unhefitatingly, granted it; but, whca his treafurers had 
caleulated the amount of the donation, they found that the 
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King’s revenues were not competent to difcharge it ; for the 
corn of 16,384 towns, each containing 1084 granaries of 
173,762 meafures each, and each meafure to confift of 
32,768 grains, could alone anfwer the demand ! 

The Bramin thentook an opportunity of pointing out to 
the Monarch how neceflary it was, «fpecially tor Kings, to be 
guarded againft the arts of thofe who furround them, how 
much they owed to their fubje&ts, and how cautious they 
fhould be of i: confiderately bettowing their goods waftefully. 





Narrative of the Particulars of the late Embaffy of Lord 
Macartney to China. 


(Continued from Page 430.) 


HE Batavian government, on the communication of 
thefe difpatches, in which they felt themfelves interefted, 
refolved to celebrate the anniverfary of the birth of the Prince 
of Orange, Stadtholder of the United Provinces, with addi- 
tional feftivities, and increafed fplendour, to which the Em- 
baffador and his fuite were invited.—-A falute of twenty-one 
guns was fired from the Lion the eighth of March, on the 
occafion, and it was on that day his Excellency firft went on 
fhore. 

The entertainment took place at the houfe of the Governor 
General, a fhort diftance from town; an avenue of trees, 
bordered by canals, lead to the fpot.—On one fide, the unex- 
pected exhibition of the humours of a Flemifh fair, arrefted 
the time and attention of fome of the guefts; while, on the 
other, a drama was performing, by feveral Chinefe ators, in a 
cart or pulpitum, faid to be the original or icene of. dramatic 
reprefentation.—A grand ball preceded the banquet; and 
fplendid illuminations and artificial fire-works were difplayed 
mm the garden. 

The city of Batavia, fituated amidft {wamps and ftagnated 
pools, independent of climate, and inattention to cleanlinefs, 
is, perhaps one of the moft unwholefome places in the uni- 
verle,—The morning {ca-breeze ufhers in noxious vapours, 
and the metidian-fun—deleterious miafmata. The wan and 
languid appearance of the people, and the obituary of the 
public bofpitals, which recognized nearly a hundred thoufand 
deaths within the laft twenty years, are melancholy ‘proofs 
of 
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of the.aflertion, and proclaim it with juftnefs, the grave of 
Europeans. 

The acknowledged unhealthinefs of Batavia, notwithftand- 
ing the inducement of a rapid acquifition of fortune, dif- 
courages Europeans from going thither, if, by any poffible 
means, they can remain comfortably at home.—This accounts 
for the prepofterous unfitnefs with which offices and profeffions 
are filled and perfonatede ‘Ihere were two men in the place, 
originally barbers; the one acted as clergyman, for the 
good of the foul,—-the other—as phyfician ior that of the 
body. 

The feafon which contributes moft to health, or, rather, 
which arrefts or retards the progre(s of death, is from March 
to November. The fea breeze commences about ten o’clock 
in the morning, and remains tiil about four in the afternoon. 
A calm then fucceeds till about eight, when theland breeze 
fets in, and, except now and then a few ihtervening calms, is 
ftationary till day-break; trom which time, till about ten 
o’clock, there is {carcely a breath of wind. During the Lion’s 
ftay in Batavia road, the thermometer was from eighty fix 
to eighty eight degrees; but in the town it was two degrees 
higher. 

Difeafes of the teeth, which prevail in the northern parts of 
Europs, are ftrangers to the native Javanefe, who principally 
fubfift on vegetable food. But fo capricious is mankind with 
regard to tatte, that what would appear difgufting if not dif- 
graceful to an European, black teeth, is with them ccnfidered 
asthe ftandard of beauty. - Accordingly, they feduloufly paint 
their teeth all black, of the deepeft hue, the two anterior ones 
in the middle excepted, and thefle they cover with gold leaf.— 
The operation. is repeated, as often as is neceflary, to keep 
them in that ftate; and they compare thofe to monkeys who 
preferve them ia their natural colour. 

The fortifications of Batavia, which at firft view feemed to 
imply great itrength, would not, in Europe, be confidered as 
formidable. And it fhould be obferved, that one of the 
Counfellors of the Indies, who had exerted his military talents 
to guard the fettlement from external attacks, declared that 
their chief dependence was upon the havoc which the climate, 
and noxious air of the atmofphere, were likely to make upon the 
enemy’s forces. 

The troops on the eftablifhment were twelve hundred Eu- 
ropeans, of whom eleven. hundred were infantry, the. reft 
artillery. There were, befides, three hundred volunteers of 
the 
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the town, not difciplined, formed into two companies. The 
irregulars confifted of enrolled natives of Java, who were 
never embodied, and of Chinefes inall very numerous. Add 
to this, every perfon who becomes a fettler at Batavia, is 
compelled to take uparms in its defence. 

The caftle is conftru@ed of coral rock, and the town wall, 
partly, of denfe lava from the mountains in the centre of the 
ifland, not unlike that of Vefuvius, There is no ftone of 
any fort difcovered for miles behind the city of Java. The 
marble and granite, ufed here in various edifices, are conveyed 
thither from China in veflels called junks. Thefe fail from 
the ports of the provinces of Canton and Fokien, and are 
moftly laden with tea, filks, and porcelain, 

The Dutch fettlers in this place, acquiring wealth and 
influence under the Company, neglect their former habits of 
induftry an? temperance, and too often facrifice health, and 
fometimes life, to indolence and voluptuoufnefs. Convivial 
pleafures, in particular, are carried to exeels. In many re- 
ipectable houfes, fith and ficth are ferved with tea and coffec, 
for breakfaft; very foon after this, gin, claret, Madeira, Dutch 
Small beer, and Englith porter, are placed in the portico of the 
greathall; and pipes and tobacco ferved to every gueft, witha 
brafs jar to receive the phlegm. In this they are bufied with 
little interruption, till near the hour of dinner, which is one 
o’clock. 

Juft before dinner, each gueft is ferved with a bumper of 
Madcira wine, as a whetter or bracer ; Two men flaves attend 
for this purpofe.. Afterwards enter three female flaves; one 
holds a filver jar containing rofe,or common water to wath 
with,—a fecond—-an empty filver bafon, with a cover, to re- 
ceive the water. after having ufed it ; and the third has towels 

.to wipe the hands with. Other female flaves wait at table, 
which is covered with a variety of difhes; but with ftomachs 
‘fo cloyed, little is received into them except liqueures. A band 
of mulic, al] flaves, play at a {mall diftance, during the repatt. 
Coffee immediately fucceeds dinner, and foon after they retire 
to bed, confifting only of a mattrefs, bolfter, pillow, and a 
chiniz counterpane, but no fheets; and the night drefs, con- 
fifting of a muflia cap, and along loofe gown, is put on. If 
he be a bachelor, a female flave asgtends to fan him during his 
fleep. About fix they rife and drefs; drink tea; take an 
airing in their carriage, and form parties to {pend the evening. 

The morning meetings are feldom attended by the Jadics. 
Mott of thefe are defcended from Dutch. fettlers, and their 
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edacation has by no means been neglected, The features and 
contour of their faces are European; but their complexion 
and charater Jawanefé. The tint of the rofe is an alien to 
the cheek, while pale languor obfets the countenance. When 
at home they are clothed, like their flaves, ina red, checkered 
gown, of cotton, defcending to the ancles, with long wide 
fleeves.—T he colour of their hair is moftly black ; worn in 
plaits or treffes, faftened with a filver bodkin on the top of the 
head, like the peafants of Switzerland; they wear no head- 
drefs ; and their hair is occafionally polifhed with the oil of the 
cocoa-nut, and decorated with chaplets of flowers. 

When abroad on morning vifits,—out on airings in their 
carriagesy—or engaged ‘in parties on evenings, they  drefs 
fplendidly in gold and filver-fpangled muflin robes, with their 
hair, unpowdered, adorned with a profufion of jewels. They 
are not folicitous to mould the fhape, from fancied eleganee, at 
the expence of eafe; neither are they guided by any itandard 
of fafhion. ; 

Every mative lady takes abroad with her-a female flave, 
handfomely dreffed ; who, on her miftrefs being feated, fits be- 
fore her onthe floor, holding in her hand a gold or filver box, 
containing a pungent mafticatory. Itis compounded of areca 
nut, cardamom feeds, pepper, tobacco, and flacked lime, rolled 
within a betel leaf, and is in general ule agong the ladies. 

If, when at public affemblies, the ladies feel themfelves ine 
commoded by heat, whether occafioned by their drefs or not, 
they withdraw, and change their coftly robes for a loofe attire. 
The younger gentlemen follow the example, and fubftitute 
white jackets, often with diamond buttons, for their heavy 
formal veftments :—And the Elders of the Council quit their 
periwigs and put on nightcaps. - 

The members of this government, but on thefe occafions, 
have always combined their perfonal gratification with the 
eaftern policy of {triking vulgar minds with reverential awe, 
by afluming external and exclufive diftinG@ions. - They, alone, 
for inftance, are privileged to wear abroad, crimfon velvet ; 
to them, only, one of the city gates is opened ;—their carriages 
have diftinguifhing heraldic ornaments ; and others, meeting 
them, matt ftop and pay them homage. They certainly do 
fucceed in maintaining abfolute powcr, not only over the 
defcendants of the aborigines of the country, but likewife over 
the flaves imported into it, and the Chinefe attracted thither in 


the heme of gain. 


(To be continued.) 
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CHARACTER of GEORGE LORD. LANSDOWN, 


OTWITHSTANDING the many 'praifes lavifhed 
upon this celebrated noblemanas a poet, by Dryden, by 
Addifon, by Bolingbroke, by Pope, and others, yet candid 
criticifm muft oblige us to confefs, that he was but a feeble 
imitator of the feevleft parts of Waller. In his tragedy of 
Heroic Love he feems not tohave had a true relifh for Homer 
whom he copied; and in. the Britifh Enchanters, very little 
fancy is to be found in a fubjec fruitful of romantic imagery, 
« Tt was fortunate for him,”’ fays Mr. Walpole, inhis Anec- 
dotes, “ that in an. age when perfecution raged {6 fiercely 
againft lukewarm authors, he had an intimacy with the Inqui- 
fitor-general : How elfe would fuch lines as thefe efcape the 
Bathos ? they are in his Heroic Love. 


«¢ Why thy gods 
“ Enlighten thee to {peak their dark decrees.” 


His Progrefs of Beauty, and his Effay on Unnatural Flights 
in Poetry, feem to be the beft of his pieces. In the latter are 
many good critical remarks and precepts, and it is accompa- 
nied with notes that contain much agreeable inftruQion; for, 
it may be added, his profe is better than his verfe. Witnefsa 
Letter to a Young Man on his taking Orders, his Obfervations 
on Burnet, his Defence of his relation Sir Richard Gren- 
ville, a Tranflation of fome parts of Demofthenes, and a Let 
terto his Father on the Revolution, written in Odtober, 1688, 
After having been Secretary of War, 1710, Comptroller and 
Treafurer to the Houfehold, and of her Majefty’s Privy Coun- 
cil, and created a Peer, 1711, he was feized as a fuipected 
perfon, at the acceffion of King George I. and confined in the 
‘Tower, in the very fame chamber that had been occupied by 
Sir Robert Walpole. But whatever may be thought of Lord 
Lanidown as a poet, his charaCter as a man was highly va- 
Juable. His converfation was moft-pleafing and polite; his 
affability, and univerfal benevolence and gentlenefs, captiva- 
ting ; he was a firm friend, and a fincere lover of his country. 

This is the charaéter I received of him from his near rela- 
tion, and defcendant, the late excellent Mrs. Delany, who was 
herfelf a true judge of merit and worth, of both which the 
poffefied fo great a degree. 2 
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An ANECDOTE. 


APTAIN CROMWELL, and Captain Fairfax (now 
Sir George), the lineal defcendants of the celebrated re+ 
publican chieftains, ftand upon the lift of Poft-Captains of the 
Royal Navy, with only Rupert George between them; a 
name of no inconfiderable celebrity of the fame extraordinary 
period. The two firft ferved toyether as Midfhipmen in the 
fame fhip, and on fome fracas between them, the former indig- 
nantly afked the other. * Don’t you know, Sir, whol am ?” 
—* Yes,” replied the latter, ** well enough; you are a 
Cromwell; but what had Cromwell been, withouta Fairfax?” 
—This apt retort difarmed the young Nol, and united the two 
officers more firmly than ever; and their friendfhip ever fince 
has been uninterrupted, 





To th PRINTERS. 
SIRS, 


EA MILLS, the place near which the unfortunate perfon 
committed fuicide, fome particulars of whofe melancholy 
cafe are ftated in your Entertainer for November 13, 1797, iS 
a lonefome, retired {fpot, about two miles and an half or three 
miles from Briftol,on the river Avon. There are {ftill the 
ruins of a large and capacious dock, built for the South Sea 
fhips, but the trade aot anfwering, the trade has been fuffered 
togotoruin, There are a few old fhattered houfes near, but 
only only one or two have roofs fufficient to fhelter a being 
from the inclemency of the weather. Inone of thefe the une 
happy man in queftion abode three days and three nights, faft- 
ing and praying. There is a lone cottage near thele old pre- 
miles; but the room he chofe was fo remote, being the garrety 
that he was in no danger of difcovery. Ie was-a long time 
alter his body was found, before thofe effulions of his defpair 
were feen which you have inferted, 
lam, Gentlemen, 
Your’s refpeAtully, 
DAVID GILL. 

Briftol, November 18, 1797+ ; 

*\* Mr. Gill’s “ Contemplative Lines” on this melan< 
choly and interefting fubje& will be inferted the firft convenient 
Opporiunity. 


Vox, XXX. 3Z Anfuer, 
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Anfwer, by F. Bowbeer, of Barnftaple, to W. Hoare’s Charade, | 
inferted September 4. ' 


RCHARDS delicious fruit produce, 
To mankind of the greateft ufe. 


ttt We have received the like anfwer from W. Brock, of 
Evercreech; John Gidley, and J. Bradridge, of D.an Prior; 
W. and T. Maddick, of Rattery; J. Coles, junior, of Credi- 
ton; George Hazel, of Barnftaple; Ocd pus, of Yeovil; 
J. S. Field, of Staverton; and W. Bickham, junior, of Afh- 
urton. 





Anfwer, by Oedipus, of Yeovil, to the Enigma, by Metallicus Ge 
lumbienfis, inferted September 25. 


A ren RU om 


ses, 


é %& - flender LACE whofe circling folds, | 

Entwine Louifa’s waitt ; 

With envy often | behold, 
Near all perfection plac’d. 

Do thou, chafte Dian, ftill maintain, 
Her innocence fecure; 

Where virtuous love alone doth reign, 
Make me the paramour ! 


We have received fimilar anfwers from W. and T. 
Maddick, of Rattery; and T, Lawrance, of Chard. 
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4 CRARADE, ty G. Hazel, of Bridport. 


F worthip firft, a certain form, ; 
By Proteftants not us’d; 
But was by them the firft reform’d, 
For which they were abus’d; 


A fuperficial meafure next, 
I would have you declare ; 
When to my firft, you've it annex’d, / 
There plainly will appear, 


What fills my mind, with dread —— 
When on it I reflect; 
Avert it Heaven! [ humbly pray, 


And Britons ¢’er protect. 
os 9 POET RY. 
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The SORROWS of ANTOINETTE, 


“a blathing rofe, at dawn of day, 
Delights the village maids ; 
Blighted ere noon with quick decay, 
Ic thrinks, it droops, it fades. 
So fades the faireit Hower of "France, 
W hole beauties charm’d all eyes ; 
Blighted by cares and fad mifchance, 
She withers, droops, and dies. 
Ah! well-a . ay whocan fo:get 
The charms otf beauteous Antoinette. 


In pleafure’s train the fair was bred, 
Delights fupreme to prove ; 

With fplendour to a throne was led, 
A fecond queen of love. 

Ah! fee by 42d reverfe of ‘fate 
The partner of atnrone, 

Torn from his children, wife, and ftate, 
Ah! fee her left forlorn. 

Ah well-a-day ! whocan forget 

The charms of beauteous Antoinette. 


Imprifon’d now behold the Queen, 
No hufband’s voice to cheer ; 

His mangled form for ever feen, 
For ever hovering pear. 

Her children’s fate with dread the views, 
The pointed dagger fies; 

She thrinks, fhe ftarts, mednefs enfues~ 
Were ever griefs like tiefe? 

Ah well-a-day! who can forget 

The forrows of poor Antoinette. 


Oe P+ Beh 





J. BOWBEER, Barnjaple. 
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be thought of the Time to Come?” 


Lines addreffed toa Friend, on his afking the Author, © Whay 


ORBEAR, my dear friend, with fruitlefs defire, 
Into truths which are better conceal’dt» inquire ; 


W ho anticipate ca e, their own p!calare deft oy, 


And iavite difappuintmenat who build upon joy. 


Perhaps 
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Perhaps many years are allow’d you by fate; 

Or next winter, perhaps, is the lait of your date. 

Let credulous fools, whom aftrologers cheat, 

Expect or defpond, as thofe vary deceit. 

All ills untoreieen we the eafiett endure, 

What avails to foreiee, unlefs forefight could cure? 
And from ills, by fuch arts, how can wretches be freed, 
When that art muft be falfe, or thole ills be decreed ? 
Even now, whiie | write, time fteals on thy youth, 

And a moment's cut off from thy friendthip and truth. 
Then no more on hereafter thy wishes employ, 
Who build on the fature, the prefent deftroy. 

To day’s all the treafure we mortais cau boaft, 

For to-morrow’s not gain’d, and yefterday’s loft. 
Then feize the {wift biefling, enjoy the dear now, 
And take, but expect not, what hereafie:’ll beftow. 


Honiton. E. LLOYD. 





















ADDRESS to a COTTAGE, 
[From Poems on various Subjects, by Charles Lloyd. ] 





AIL, facred {cene of fimple joy 
The little ruftic cottage, hail ! 
'. “Such as 1 oft have chanc’d to fpy 
In far-off folitary vale. 


I know thee by thy whiten’d wall, 
Thy lowly roof of warmeft thatch, 
Thy thadowy arm, thy cafement warm, 
Thy humble door, and fimple latch. 


I know chee by the garden neat 
Where many an aleful herb is feen, 

Where wallfiowers yield an odour {weet ; 
And woodbines twine with jafimines green, 


Hail, ruftic cot! thy namele s roof 
Each jocial virtue oft had known; 
Of faith and love the matchlefs proof, 

Thy littie tenement bas fhown. 


A happy hufband’s calm retreat— 
For fate has giv’n a partner dear ; 
A happy father’s tranquil feat— 
For Ceauteoss babes are fmiling there, 


There, peace affords a purer joy 
Than luxury could e’cr difpenfe 5 

There, courtly vices ne’er annoy 
Theignorance of innocence. 


~ 
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ON THE LATE VICTORY, 


’EN the lukewarm muft DUNCAN’s late condu& admire, 
For when WINTER approach’d he kept up a good fire. 
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